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The Oxford Summer Institute on Modern and Contemporary Judaism (OSI) is 
an interdisciplinary workshop where scholars of Jewish religion and culture 
from around the globe join a contingent of European Jewish Studies specialists, 
along with select faculty from the University of Oxford, for a week of intensive 
study and intellectual exchange. Designed to facilitate rigorous academic 
engagement on key themes in the Jewish religion, it provides a framework for 
raising original and challenging perspectives from a broad range of disciplines, 
with the potential to provide novel insights into contemporary Judaism. The 
program includes scholars from around the world, but in this call, we are 
particularly seeking applicants who work at institutions on the European 
continent. 
 
Entering its eleventh year of in-person gatherings (not including two years of 
virtual meetings due to the Covid pandemic), the OSI has facilitated unique 
informal interfaces between established and early career researchers from 
diverse geographic and disciplinary backgrounds. It has a particular interest in 
contributing to the ongoing expansion of Jewish Studies throughout Europe. 
OSI ‘alumni’ are today a worldwide network of researchers, who continue to 
learn and collaborate with each other. These scholars attest to the profound 
experience that the OSI offers for rigorous interaction with colleagues in a 
relaxed but focused framework that spurs creativity and critical but non-
judgmental discussion. The conveners of this year’s gathering are Miri Freud-
Kandel (University of Oxford), Adam Ferziger (Bar-Ilan University), Lea 
Taragin-Zeller (The Hebrew University of Jerusalem) and Wojciech Tworek 
(Wroclaw University). 
 

 
The theme for OSI 2026 is ‘Boundaries and Otherness in Jewish Worlds: 
Theological, Anthropological, and Historical Perspectives’.  
 
This seminar proposes to explore Jewish boundaries. We aim to trace how 
practices and ideas co-produce each other in shaping Jewish engagements with 
non-Jews, with internal difference, and with shifting boundaries across time 
and place. The topic’s breadth—ranging from Jewish legal distinctions, 
interfaith and intrafaith interactions, conversion, race and ethnicity, gender, 



 

 

and language—invites scholars from multiple disciplines to think together 
about how Jewish worlds imagine, maintain, and contest their margins and 
boundaries. At this precarious moment of time, this seminar will thus provide 
a vital space for rethinking otherness not only as a theological category but as 
a lived social and political reality. 
  
The seminar builds from the emerging conversation between anthropology and 
theology—an interdisciplinary lens that has, until now, been shaped largely 
through the study of Christianity. By bringing this framework into the Jewish 
context, the seminar asks how ideas about ‘the other’ are articulated 
theologically, expressed ritually and lived in everyday social and cultural 
encounters. Examining edges in the Jewish world offers a framework through 
which to deepen and broaden analysis of how Jews and Judaism have long 
negotiated the tension between porousness and separation. 
 

 
Applicants who are accepted will be offered funding to cover reasonable travel 
costs and will be provided with food and accommodation. They will be asked 
to prepare an original paper (15-20 pages) that will be distributed to the 
participants one month prior to the event. This maximises constructive 
exchange and feedback during the workshop itself. Please note that we 
prioritise applications from the European continent. 
 

 
Application Procedure 

 
Application Deadline: February 2 2026 

 
Please note that we prioritise applications from the European continent. 
 
In your application to participate, please include the following: 
 

-A completed application form 
-A resume and list of publications 
-A detailed cover letter describing your current position, academic 
background, current research projects, what you plan to present at the 
Institute and how you would benefit from participating 
-An abstract (250-500 words) of your proposed paper 
-The names of two academic references 

 
All documents should be sent as a single PDF and submitted by email. Please 
submit documents in one email. 
 
We will only consider complete applications. We will inform you regarding the 
results of your application as soon as possible after the deadline. 



 

 

To apply, please email all required materials in a single PDF to the OCHJS 
Academic Registrar, Ms Madeleine Trivasse, at registrar@ochjs.ac.uk before the 
deadline. 
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