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Siam Bhayro is Associate Professor in Early Jewish Studies at the University of Exeter. 
His research interests include the Bible, Semitic languages, the history of magic and 
medicine in the Near East, and Jewish and Christian history in Late Antiquity and the 
Middle Ages. 
 

Abstract 
It has been known for some time that medieval Jewish scholars engaged with Syriac 
Christian scholarship on matters of biblical interpretation, and, in doing so, produced 
phonetic transcriptions of Syriac texts in Jewish Aramaic script. Recent discoveries from 
the Cairo Geniza have extended such “Judaeo-Syriac” endeavours to secular, scientific 
disciplines. This lecture will discuss the various sources and their significance for our 
understanding of Jewish-Christian scholarly collaboration in the Middle Ages. 
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